Early prenatal sonographic appearance of rare thoraco-abdominal eventration.
Fetal ventral wall malformations may be diagnosed prenatally with ultrasound. These include omphalocele, gastroschisis, or even thoracic defects with or without ectopia cordis. It is important whenever such a defect is found to carefully define the full extent of the lesion prior to parental counselling. Described and illustrated here is the prenatal diagnosis with real-time ultrasound at 17 weeks gestation of a rare thoraco-abdominal ventral wall defect including omphalocele, bifid sternum, diaphragmatic aplasia, and pericardial aplasia with incomplete ectopia cordis. The technique is described and the importance of the complete, accurate delineation of anatomic malformations is emphasized.